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part of religion; nay his religion was his politics as well
as his economics. Did he not say that to a hungry man
God must appear in the form of bread? Khadi and
Swadeshism, Indian independence and the removal of un-
touchability, were all to him articles of religious belief, not
mere programmes in a political campaign. 'Most religious
people', he said, 'are politicians in disguise, while I am a
religious man in the guise of a politician'. Basic religion,
the religion the modern world needs, no matter what forms
it expresses itself in and in what traditions it is rooted, must
be one that will realize justice and peace on earth and
realize them through the ways of love and truth, Gandhiji
was the prophet, the leader of that kind of religion, a leader
who has crowned a life-long testimony to its power and
practicability by a heroic death that has compelled the atten-
tion of the world.
Thirdly, he has been the leader of a Basic Religion that
can be the Common Faith of the world. A United World,
made One by the discoveries of Science and the compul-
sions of Economics, struggling on pain of extinction to be
politically one, demands a World Religion. Yet that reli-
gion cannot be an artificially manufactured uniform code
of practice and belief for all mankind. It will have to
provide expression for varieties of faith and experience and
satisfy individuals and groups of different temperaments,
traditions and levels of attainment. Its unity will be one
of spiritual consent, rather than of intellectual assent or
ritual uniformity* It will be born of the belief in the One
Ultimate Reality underlying and satisfying at various levels
human search and aspiration in all countries and all ages,
It will grant the validity and the necessity of the diverse
systems that have arisen out of man's limited, but growing
and ever-broadening, response to the Divine Initiative from
the dawn of creation. Gandhiji, a Hindu to the last, bore
witness to the need of this diversity and yet the essential
oneness and underlying unity of it all He laid himself
open to criticism from the beginning to the end of his
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